English III*—Personal essay



IP Blog Draft Peer Review
Due date:  Sunday, Feb. 13, by 5pm
For your first digital peer review, you must log in to your IP Blog Group (refer to the spreadsheet URL from Mr. McAllister) and provide at least 3 comments for peer work.  You should review (at a minimum) the draft posted by the student whose name is directly after yours on the group list.  If your name is last, then peer review the draft of the first member of your group.
As an editor, you should be checking to see that the writer avoided the following errors:
· Telling instead of showing
· Stating the obvious

· Being redundant and/or repetitive
· Using awkward sentence structure

· Including confusing or illogical ideas
· Including unnecessary phrases or words -- especially vague or overused intensifiers (very, really, quite, always, pretty, truly, constantly)
· Relying on overused verbs [ANY form of be [is, are, was, were, has been, should have been], show, feel, say, go, make, try, need, help, get)

· Including expletive sentence structure (There are; It has been; This + verb)

· Relying on cliches, hackneyed images, or ineffective comparisons
You may also want to consider one or more of the following guiding questions when providing your feedback:
1. Is the tone of the essay appropriate? 

2. Do all phrases/words/descriptions contribute to this tone? If no, explain why not:

3. The writer focused the essay a place/person/event /combination.  List 2-3 details about the specific place/person/event/combination the writer describes.
4. Does the writer use examples/incidents instead of telling you what is being seen or happening? If no, point out places in the paper that need to be changed.

5. Ask a specific question about content or style. For example, you may want to know why the writer decided to include or exclude some detail(s) or how the writer developed an image or created an effective comparison.


6. ( “Thumbs Up” (
Comment on your favorite sentence in this essay and briefly explain why you admire this sentence:

What is the best idea/example/insight in this essay?

Identify one specific example of the writer’s use of diction/device/syntax that you want to emulate in a future assignment.
7. Final words of advice: suggest a specific way for the writer to improve this essay. 

Final Tips for YOU, the Writer: Before you consider your Personal Essay finalized, consider annotating your OWN essay.  Note espeically the use of diction, syntax, and devices.  You may want to use this system for visual clarity(
· Diction
· Circle interesting, well-chosen active VERBS

· Draw a box around concrete, specific, powerful nouns

· Devices

Highlight images that appeal to TWO or  more senses; label the senses above the images

· ] Place brackets around sentences or parts of sentences that present comparisons (simile, metaphor, personification); label the technique]

Label other devices such as alliteration/assonance/consonance; onomatopoeia; hyperbole; understatement; _____________________,  _______________________

· Syntax—these structures can be effectively used within a single sentence as well as in a series of sentences.

· Use this symbol to mark parallel structure and underline the sentence(s).

· Draw a triangle to mark units of three

Draw a lightening bolt to mark a purposeful, effective fragment
